Village Voice 

News about what's going on

Broadband

If we want faster internet access and improved web services we need to have Broadband. However, BT will only upgrade their equipment to provide these services if enough customers register their interest in having the service. For Whitwell-on-the-Hill (our exchange) this means that 200 people have to register their interest. So if you want to push for this improved service either register at www.bt.com/broadband or contact Teegan Corbett who is leading a campaign to get Broadband in our area - see the form on the notice board. Those who shout the loudest…111 customers registered at 12/03/04.

Telephone problems?

Are you still experiencing difficulties with crossed lines etc?? We have been in touch and BT have said that replacement wiring is required to fully resolve the matter and, whilst this will mean digging up the road, it will be done by the end of June and will be up to Broadband standard. If you have problems contact BT in the normal way and let us know.

 Transport services

Following the survey that was circulated last year about transport services to and from the village and what people would like to see, a working group led by Sue Hogge and Margaret Thompson have been working away with local agencies to put together a bid for funding that would help to improve transport facilities for those in the area who have no or little access to regular means of transport. That bid has been submitted. Fingers crossed, the bid will be successful and can be put into operation in April this year. Watch out for more information on this on the notice boards and through your letter box.

Revised bus service - NYCC have said that from April two services in the region will be combined to provide a more frequent service to Malton see village notice board for details.

Parish Plan - Have your say

Make a date in your diary to come along to the Village Hall during the evening of Wed 31 March - doors open at 6.15pm - call in when you can. Free wine and nibbles for all attending to discuss and contribute to the development of the Parish Plan. We also hope to have information available about new initiatives that might be happening in the Parish - a new Post Office service and a Montessori Nursery. The Parish Plan would, when completed, contain the ideas of everyone and what matters to those who live in the area. It will form the blueprint for developments and services for the future. 

There will be a prize draw to enter at the meeting to pick an appropriate name for the newsletter.

Cricket

The season starts soon! Indoor nets are already underway and those wanting to take part should contact Ron & Julieon 01653 658338. The Westow Cricket Race Night will be held in the Blacksmiths Inn on 2 April - get there early to place your bets for the races. All funds will go to helping support the cricket club for the coming year.

Playing Fields

Strong, hardworking men and women required!! The Playing Fields association has managed to source much needed wood chips to place under the playing equipment. This will be delivered in time for the Easter weekend! If you have some time to spare on Saturday 10 April why not help out down at the playing field.

Contact Steve Tetlow 618771.

Petanque - that time already

The season will soon be upon us. The Westow petanque players are, I am sure, looking forward to another good summer and being able to spend time on the court. If you would like some information or to play please contact Roger Dunning on 618139. Roger also looks after the table tennis activities.

Do you have a sporting interest to promote? Maybe we can include it next time.

What about a website?

The Westow Website - why not? Plenty of other villages/parishes have such a thing. These carry lots of information on parish council matters but they can also be used for other, more social, purposes:-

A cricket page - results & match reports. A petanque page. Buying and selling goods and services. Advertising local events, activities and meetings. A means of communicating generally with people in the parish and outside.

So what about one for Westow - is there anybody who could set one up for us at a low cost? - are there local businesses who would fund the development in return for advertising on the web? Anyone doing an IT course that would like a project? Contact us with any info.

Electric - secure or not?

Following on from the power cuts experienced over the New Year, NEDL came to talk to the Parish Council in March. Steve Keeney and Ray Helmsley from NEDL presented some information about supplies to our area. A number of residents attended the meeting and asked questions about compensation and the security of electicity of supplies in our area.

Unitary Authority - who cares?

It may seem like a John Prescott pipe dream but if a vote for a regional assembly is successful then the current arrangement with Ryedale doing x and NYCC doing y will go. We will be asked to vote on a new unitary local authority who will run the services we depend upon. So having a say and making sure we get the best one for the "best price" is very important. If you have views let the Parish Council know.

The next edition???

This newsletter has been produced as a one-off by the Parish Council. 
Being able to communicate with the community and having a vehicle for news and information is important but producing these things and keeping them going requires money and effort.  Funding/sponsorship would help - if you can help with funding or know of someone who might, please give them a nudge or let us know so that we can contact them. We would be happy to acknowledge any support via advertising.

What do you think of the newsletter? Feedback on any of the matters raised above and any ideas for articles or matters to be included in the future please contact Phil Kershaw - 618060 or phil@ytc.demon.co.uk

If there any budding journalists out there who want to contribute - articles, sports reports, ideas, gripes - then send us your copy. Anybody fancy being the editor of any future editions?
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