WESTOW

PARISH COUNCIL

Westow Parish Council Meeting – 16th November 2011 
7.30pm - Village Hall

The minutes from the September were adopted as a correct record.

Matters Arising from the Action Log

Heating Oil distribution – Clive Staples sent our flyers around the village with regard to forming a cooperative for heating oil, he had already received some responses back which were positive. When he has received enough responses he will collate all the information and form a cooperative and hopefully get in an order of oil before Christmas.  He still has to deliver some of the flyers to outlying areas and will do this in the next couple of days.  There is a meeting on Friday in Easingwold of one of the large cooperatives and CS is to attend.
Caravans/Campervans at Kirkham – AF to chase Cllr Clare Wood up regarding the putting up of a sign “no overnight campers” at Kirkham. 



AF to contact Clare Wood
Attendees: 
Robin Graham (RG) Margaret Thompson (MT),), Angela Fothergill (AF) Susan Graham (SG); John Smith (J Smith) Christine Smith (CAS) Clive Staples (CS) Cllr Clare Wood (CW) John Sherwood; Stuart Hopkin (Fire Service)
SG welcomed Stuart Hopkin from the Fire Service to the meeting who said that the Fire Service offer free safety advice i.e. free home risk assessment checks and advice on open fires, electics in the home  fire escape plans etc and the free fitting of smoke alarms with a 10 year battery.  There is also to be a safe winter driving campaign with dates to be arranged but thought to be held in Helmsley and Malton, Stuart Hopkin to forward AF the dates of the campaign.  He explained that all Fire Officers are first aid trained and handed out the “message in a bottle” in which you put your medical details, requirements on a form and put in a bottle and place in the fridge in case of a fire.
Stuart Hopkin handed out some forms explaining the services the Fire Brigade can offer and it was agreed to ask Mark if we could display some in the pub and also C Smith would put an item in the newsletter.

SG thanked Stuart for attending the meeting.
`Clerks Update

AF had received a membership subscription renewal for CPRE for £29.00 (which is paid by direct debit) and also from Rural Action Yorkshire for £35 and it was agreed by the Council to carry on with these.
RG to forward a cheque to AF for £35 for Rural Action Yorkshire

Budget and Finance

RG handed out to the PC tabled figures of the assets of the PC and VH for 2008/9 2009/10 and 2010/11 which clearly showed a reduction from 2008/9 to the 2010/11. This in part has been due to reduction in the hiring of the Village Hall , RG pointed out that whilst the assets of the Parish had reduced over the last 3 years we must remember what has been achieved, i.e. dog bins, new heaters for the village hall, grass cutting, Kirkham car park and also the unexpected expenses being the new flooring for the kitchen, new door hanging, and plumbers to mend the burst pipes.

After much discussion regarding the funds available in the PC and VH accounts and the money required  over the next few years it was agreed unanimously by the PC to make an application to increase the precept for 2012/13.  AF to send form to RDC

A newsletter would be distributed to the Parish in the New Year explaining the need for an increase in the precept.

RG produced the accounts for the 2010/11 year which had been internally audited by Pete Conroy.  This showed the balance at 1st April 2010 standing at £584.00 for the Parish Council account, £422.00 for the Village Hall and the deposit account stood at £885.60 on the 1 April 2011.

RG proposed that the accounts be accepted as a correct record and this was seconded by J Sherwood. RG to forward the accounts to Mazars and said that they would be placed on the noticeboard for a period of 20 days.

Planning Applications:

No further planning applications in since the last meeting
AOB

The Christmas light switch on has been arranged for Sunday the 4th December. Lady Grimthorpe has kindly offered to donate the tree and also to switch on the lights. John Smith and  C Staples agreed to help put up the tree and the lights. Mark Scholefield to provide complimentary chips in the pub afterwards.

Jean F mentioned that she had received a number of complaints regarding dogs been attacked in the village by another dog, after discussion it was agreed that AF would report these incidents to the Dog Warden

Date of Next meeting Wednesday the 10th January.
The meeting ended at 9.15 p.m.


