




 


Dates for your diary
13 April – Cricket Club Race 


Night at Village Hall


8pm – all welcome

Last Sunday in month – Cricket


Club quiz nights

Food hygiene course  11, 18  


&  25 June Village 


Hall  - see notice-


Board for details

Contacts – Pam 618547 and


Julie 658338

Westow Playing Fields

Association

The AGM will be held at 8pm 

on 25 April at the Village Hall. 

If you would like to help out

please come along.



NON-EMERGENCY

CONTACT NUMBER

The Police now have a 

telephone number for all

non-emergency enquiries

0845 60 60 24 7.

So if you have any queries

or have seen something

suspicious or want advice

call this number.











You will no doubt have seen the press comments about the proposal for North Yorkshire to have a single unitary council directly responsible for all services, some of which are currently run by the various district councils in the region. The six district councils, like Ryedale, would disappear with a number of area committees and operational centres delivering local services but under the control of a single council. The suggestion is that the area committees would make local decisions but be responsible to one council and there could be enhanced roles for parish councils who wish to take on additional responsibility.  Overall cost savings are estimated to be £14 million per year. The counter argument is that the small number of decision makers (nine elected members and a council leader) would be remote from rural areas needing services. The quality of service will suffer whilst any cost savings will be minimal as the major parts of the council infrastructure would have to remain in place. Also there would be a one-off cost to set up the new council of approximately £13.5 million.





The lines have been drawn and it is largely NYCC on one side and the majority of the district councils on the other. NYCC maintain that one body providing services at a reduced annual cost is a simple way to streamline services and remove confusion. The local representation would be maintained and there would be no major job losses. The district councils fear a lack of democracy, transparency and accountability - the unitary council would be too big and remote to be attuned to the local needs of Ryedale.





The Government has given the green light to the NYCC proposal and the next step will be a consultation period of 12 weeks - March to June 2007 - with a final decision by the end of July 2007. If it is approved elections to the new council will be in 2008 and the whole thing would be running by April 2009.
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The new Ryecat community transport service has started operating in the Wolds villages, including Westow, going to and from Malton and Norton. The Ring and Ride minibus service received £15,000 from Ryedale District Council and uses a bus leased from NYCC. The aim is to provide an affordable service for residents who do not have access to public or private transport and need to visit shops or services in Malton and Norton. To use the service call 01653 699059.























Individual Highlights:


Inside Story	2


Inside Story	3


Inside Story	4


Inside Story	5


Inside Story	6
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Special Interest Articles:





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.





•	Add a highlight or your point of interest here.
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Village  maintenance   day


Are there places in the village that need a bit of attention, "de-littering" or weeding? On Sunday 29 April we are having a village maintenance day to have a go at any jobs that need doing. If you have any suggestions for what needs doing and/or you are able to help out please let us know or join us at 2pm on Sunday 29 April outside the Village Hall - "many hands make light work".


























Be a Parish Councillor





Carbon offsetting














-------------------------


To let us have your comments or any suggestions for future editions contact Phil Kershaw. 





Phone:


01653 618060


E-Mail:


phil@ytc.demon.co.uk





Westow  v  Australia





Yes – a touring side is coming to visit and will play the Sunday team on 8 July and play against a junior XI on the same day.





If anyone can help accommodate the visitors on Saturday 7 July please contact Martin Walsh.

















The environment and the impact we humans are having on it is a growing topic of  newspaper and tv comment. More people are looking at how the way they live produces carbon that damages the environment (their carbon footprint) and how they can reduce this. One answer is to stop doing whatever it is that produces the carbon but this is not always possible – like their car journey to work.. But there may be options to consider such as holidays in the UK rather than abroad.





Also, people are thinking about how they can offset the carbon they produce, for example from car journeys or flying abroad, by contributing to an environmentally friendly project.  Initially the projects were linked to tree planting but now they cover projects where the "payback" period is much shorter.





There are various websites below that have more information about this area, they calculate carbon usage  and have different projects that you can invest in if you wish to do so. 





 www.climatecare.org


 www.carbontrust.org. 


 www.treesforcities.org 


 www.woodland-trust.org.uk


 www.moretrees.org


 






































It is that time in the Local Government cycle when new or existing district and parish councillors are chosen to serve an initial or further  period of office. Why not put yourself forward and make a contribution to the running of your community?





The Parish Council is an integral part of the local government set up and can really make a difference to local issues and services delivered  to the parish. Why not be a part of that and make your voice heard on matters that you care about? The Parish Council meets six times per year and discusses issues like planning, transport, road maintenance, safety and  communication.  





If you are interested call Angela Fothergill (clerk to the Parish Council) on 618684 or call me on 618060 for an informal chat about what is involved.
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                  Intrepid cat burglar?  No


               Just one of the entries


               in the Scarecrow 


               competition – whatever


               next!  Well done Chris


               and Ralph.














Company Name


Street Address


City, State 00000
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